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ÅA series of agronomy articles about sward 
species development in golf greens

Å5ŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ά/ƻƳǇŀǊŀǘƛǾŜ tƭŀƴǘ 
9ŎƻƭƻƎȅέ ōȅ DǊƛƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ {ƘŜŦŦƛŜƭŘ ¦ƴƛǾΦ

ÅBased on an understanding of plant growth 
strategies.
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Agronomic Ideal



AT NO POINT THROUGH THE 
TRANSITION SHOULD WE  

COMPROMISE ON PLAYING QUALITY

¢ƘŜ ƎƻƭŘŜƴ ǊǳƭŜΧ



Plant Growth Strategies
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The Environment



Characteristicsé

ÅSmall needle-like or leathery leaves

ÅLong life cycle

ÅSlow growth rate

ÅStorage systems in leaves, roots and stems

Stress-tolerators



http://www.sanpedro.co.uk/bloom.html
http://www.sanpedro.co.uk/bloom.html




/ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎΧ

ÅSmall stature and limited lateral spread

ÅShort life cycle

ÅFlowers produced early in life history

ÅReproduce from dormant seeds (INVADE GAPS)

ÅStorage of minerals confined to seeds

Disturbance lovers







/ƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎǎΧ

ÅDense canopy

ÅLateral spread above and below ground

ÅRapid growth rate

ÅLittle hardiness to seasonal changes

ÅCopious litter production

Competitors






